
 1 

Head Start Newsletter 

May 2026 

Dear Families and Staff, 

Tornado Preparedness 

Not one state in the continental U.S. has escaped the wrath of tornadoes. According 

to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, tornado season runs 

between May and June in the Southern Plains, June and July in the central United 

States, and earlier in the spring on the Gulf Coast. But tornadoes can strike at any 

time of the year. If a tornado is spotted: 

• Seek shelter immediately 

• If you're away from home, seek out a basement, interior corridor, tunnel, 

underground parking lot or subway 

• Avoid auditoriums, upper floors of buildings, trailers and parked vehicles 

• Stay away from all windows 

• If you're out in the open, lie flat in a ditch or other low-lying area and protect 

your head; stay away from poles or overhead lines 

• If you're driving, drive at right angles to the tornado's path; if you can't escape 

it, get out of the vehicle and seek a low-lying area 

• If you're at home, head for the basement and take cover under a heavy table or 

workbench; if you don't have a basement, go into a windowless room in the 

center of the house 

• Stay away from windows and cover yourself with a rug for protection against 

flying glass and debris 

Know the difference between a watch (conditions are favorable for a tornado to 

form) and a warning (a tornado has been spotted in your area and you should take 

shelter immediately) 

Attention! 

We are always accepting applications for the Head Start program. If you 

know of a family with a child from the ages 3-5 years of age, please give 

them the phone numbers to call. The local number is 812-926-3190 or 

the toll free 1-888-292-5475 and they can ask for Tay ext. 216 and she 

will assist them.  
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ATTENDANCE 

Below are the attendance percentages for the month of March for each classroom. The Head Start program is 

required to strive for at least 85% attendance for each child. When this happens, staff are required to document 

the reason for the absences and assist families that did not meet the requirement to improve their child’s 

attendance. Children that continue to have poor attendance may be placed back on the waiting list until the 

barriers preventing regular attendance have been eliminated.  

Aurora Brookville Dillsboro EE Laurel Lawrenceburg Moores 

Hill  

Mt. Carmel Rising 

Sun 

St. Leon Sunman Vevay Agency 

88% 94% 77% 78% 82% 52% 85% 87% 78% 81% 90% 86% 82% 

AURORA 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Lucas Deaton 

Emediong Edet 

Maverick Harbert  

Carolyna Sabino 

August Walker 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Lillian Deaton 

Connor Rowen 

Azalea Smith 

Ayden Widener 

BROOKVILLE 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

River Gray 

Cecily Hoffman 

Skyler Hufford 

Kaiser Marshall 

Lucus Precht 

Trace Precht 

Audrey Roark 

Amaya Trosky 

Amary Werner 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Chevy Gray 

Oaklynn McCarty 

Avery Roseberry 

Jude Thomson 

Ivy Uhl 

DILLSBORO 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Kairi Baker 

Emmett Collins 

Khloe Kaufhold 

 Bellamy Lovelace 

Rosali Schlotterbeck 

Atlas Taylor 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Neveah Bell 

Lukas Seitz 

EAST ENTERPRISE 
PERFECT 

ATTENDANCE 

Callee Boatman 

Liam Leap 

Carter Thomas 

Weslynn Whiteford 

Aubrey Young 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Christopher Duckenfield 

Eugene Turner 

LAUREL 

 PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Tristen Bartish 

Paisley Dye 

Annalee Harmon 

Paisley Harmon 

Olivia McQueen 

Gunner Miller 

Mavrick Miller 

Joshua Purdin 

Parker Tillison 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Tate Coon 

LAWRENCEBURG 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Cassius Deitsch 

Violet Fields 

Casen Flanagan 

MOORES HILL 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Hazel Goldsmith 

Corbin Hiltenbeitel 

Lincoln Ison 

Nova Vernatter 

Tayla Wesley 

Zane Witt 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Willow Bills 

Evelynn Dement 

Maria Gabriel Matias 

Marvin Gabriel-Ramirez 

Oakley Henson 

Colten Hiltenbeitel 

Canaan Lochard 

MT. CARMEL 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Beau Burneka 

Joel Hettersimer 

Cora Schmidt 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Navy Bruns 

Bennett Burneka 

Evelynn DeMoss 

Mckenzie Haas 

Vincent Huber 

Kristina Venegas 

RISING SUN 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Frances Vanover 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Paisleigh Hazelwood 

Demi Henry 

Arya Mondary 

ST. LEON 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Drew Gillespie 

Jesse Gillespie 

Kayjae Hunter 

Elaena Smith 

Audrey Sorber 

Autumn Sober 

Britt Wilhelm 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Kason Eckerle 

SUNMAN 

PERFECT 

 ATTENDANCE 

Jameson Albright 

Lily Gump 

Olivia Long 

Sophia Nunier 

MacKyla Rodgers 

Aubrey Smith 

Everleigh West 

Dalyn Young 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Calihan Brandenburg 

James Buckman 

Stella Carter 

Thiago Cisneros Hernandez 

Jasmine Grote 

Daivd Hauger 

Raelynn Hunt 

Rome Randall 

Jacobo Riveros Medina 

Jace Yeoman 

VEVAY 

PERFECT 
ATTENDANCE 

Avie Faulkner 

Kylie Sample 

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE 

Porter Adams 

Rogue Couch 

Trace Couch 

Emily Moore 

Chloe Murphy 

Spencer Tice 
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BIRTHDAYS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Brookville 

Kaiser Marshall - 19th 

Dillsboro 

River Lacey - 24th 

Bellamy Lovelace - 24th 

Lilliana Presley - 25th 

East Enterprise 

Arizona Curlin - 14th 

Olivia Bruns - 28th 

Laurel 

Tristen Bartish - 29th 

Lawrenceburg 

Paisley Meadows - 27th 

Moores Hill 

Zane Witt - 2nd 

Mt. Carmel 

Kristina Venegas - 12th 

McKenzie Haas - 28th 

St. Leon 

Britt Wilhelm - 29th 

Vevay 

Avie Faulkner - 27th 

Special birthday wishes to the Head Start 

children celebrating May Birthdays. 

We wish you a wonderful year of growth, 

health, and happiness! 

Please remember if you denied 

permission to have your child’s name in 

the newsletter they will not be listed! 
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

• Please complete and turn in Pink in–kind Sheets and Home/School Connection 

Activity Calendars. 

AURORA NEWS 

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS CONT.  
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

BROOKVILE NEWS 

This month, we have been learning about Spring and bugs. The children have 

enjoyed observing our classroom caterpillar. We currently have 12 caterpillars that 

have entered the chrysalis stage and we are patiently waiting for our butterflies to 

merge. It has been exciting to watch their transformation and talk about the life 

cycle. We also explored a variety of bugs up close using magnifying glasses. We 

noticed their features and discussed what makes each one unique. Next moth 

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 

 

DILLSBORO NEWS 

Hey guys, Dillsboro crew back with more exciting news. We have had such a great month of learning and 

growing. Our math skills have really grown and we love throwing in a few addition and subtraction problems 

throughout the day. They really enjoy digging in deep for those answers. We have began a new journey in the 

classroom. We have started our own chicken eggs incubator to hatch chicks! We have 4 eggs in total and we 

will be watching them grow and discussing the chick life style in the eggs. They have all been so excited 

looking at them. They have said “we think they’ll start hatching today”. We rally love the warmer weather that 

we have had lately. We love digging for worms outside. They love holding the worms and making them their 

very own homes. That’s all for this time, until next time, Dillsboro Crew.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

EAST ENTERPRISE NEWS 

 

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/20/26 

 

LAUREL NEWS 

Our classroom has been buzzing with excitement as we welcome in Spring! We began our study by 

exploring the changes happening all around us! We finished up our fascinating world of insects. We 

are now continuing our exploration with a study on worms and frogs. The children are enjoying 

learning how they live, move, and grow. We’ve completed art projects that not only support our theme 

but also encourage creativity and fine motor development.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 
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LAWRENCEBURG NEWS 

 

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 

 

HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

MOORES HILL NEWS 

Wow– can you believe the year is almost over? Just one more month to go! We are so proud of how much the 

children have learned and grown this year. We are looking forward to ending the year with lots of fun and 

hands on learning. This month, our theme is Ocean and Water. We will be diving into all things under the sea 

and exploring the amazing world of water. We will learn about ocean animals, especially fish, and the 

creatures that live in the water.  The children will enjoy fun, hands on activities like “fishing” with pipe 

cleaners and exploring sink vs float experiments, including comparing saltwater vs freshwater. We will also 

get moving and use our imaginations by pretending to be ocean animals: walking like crabs, racing, and even 

completing an ocean themed obstacle course! Our class will explore how ocean currents happen and learn fun 

facts like how sharks float. We’ll enjoy singing favorite songs like “Baby Shark” and other water themed 

music. There will be lots of creative fun too! We will make shark tooth necklaces, participate in a “Feed the 

Shark” activity, learn about shark emotions, and explore shells and play in sand sensory activities. It’s going to 

be a month full of discovery, creativity and ocean fun! Reminder: We will be closed the week of May 10-16. 

Thank you for a wonderful year so far– we are excited to make this last month extra special.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

MT. CARMEL NEWS 

It’s our last month of school and we are so proud of all of our kiddos! 

We’re excited to send off next year’s kindergarteners. We are confident 

they will do amazing! This month we are learning all about summer! We 

look forward to all the fun this month to kick off summer. Our preschool 

graduation is at the end of this month. Ms. M will reach out through 

ChildPlus for details.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 

RISING SUN NEWS 

Our classroom is so excited to learn about plants and nature for our upcoming 

study. This past month our favorite book was called “The Teeny Tiny Woman”. We 

would also like to thank the family of Frances Vanover for bringing fire safety into 

the classroom! We had a wonderful visit.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 

5/21/26 
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

ST. LEON NEWS 

This month we started our community helpers unit. We have enjoyed playing the 

game Operation to focus on our fine motor skills. Our favorite community helper is 

a nurse or doctor. The class is also enjoying the warmer weather and practicing our 

counting skills outside playing “What Time is it Mr. Fox?”. We are looking 

forward to our local firefighter/police officers coming out to visit next month.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 

 

SUNMAN NEWS 

We can’t believe the end of the school year is almost here! We have been very busy 

learning about plants and insects. We have released our butterflies that we watched 

grow from caterpillars. We love the book “Make Way for Butterfly”, by Ross 

Burach. If you have any Home/School Connection Activity Calendars and pink In 

Kind sheets from throughout the school year, you can still turn them in.   

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/12/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class/Awards Program - 5/21/26 
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HEAD START SCHOOL NEWS 

VEVAY NEWS 

During this month we have been learning about the wonderful world of bugs. As 

the weather has gotten warmer we have seen different creepy crawlers. Our 

favorite activity has been using a lemon juicer to squeeze waterfall of sponges. We 

have also planted flower seeds and are watching them grow. We were lucky 

enough to have Mr. Rich come play guitar for us the second time. Reminder our 

last day is May 21st.  

REMINDERS 

• Special Person’s Day - 5/6/26 

• Policy Council - 5/7/26 

• Parent Meeting - 5/14/26 

• Family Fun Day Event - 5/16/26 

• Last Day of Class - 5/21/26 

 

 

 

Come and join us for out last 

event of the school year!! Sign 

Up Sheets are in your child’s 

classroom! 
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EDUCATION    
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CONCIOUS DISCIPLINE 

 

 
 

 
The Skill of Consequences is from the Power of Intention.  The Power of Intention is to teach 
a new skill rather than punishing others for lacking skills we think they should possess by now.  
The Power of Intention states that mistakes are opportunities to learn.     
 
Consequences teach us to examine our behavior, reflect on the impact of our choice and make 
changes until we reach the highest goals. Motivation to change comes from owning the 
consequences of our actions and consciously choosing a different action.  It does not come 
from blaming or judging.  Learning from the consequences of our actions requires us to do 
two things.  First, we must reflect on the choices and their outcomes in relation to our long-
term goals.  (Example may be ordering pizza and knowing it will not align with weight loss).  
The second is to take ownership of our choices and the feelings they generate within us. 
(Example, feeling disappointed of delaying weight loss).  Becoming conscious of 
consequences is the key to change.  
 
Consequences teach children to examine their behavior and make changes until they reach 
their goals.  Children who learn to reflect on their feelings, choices and outcomes become 
conscious of their own actions.  When children make a mistake, such as hitting a peer or 
sibling, the child will be given a choice to stop hitting or play elsewhere.  If the child 
continues to hit, he has chosen to play elsewhere. The adult will assist the child to another area 
and remind him he chooses to play elsewhere.  Provide empathy for the child’s emotion, such 
as, I know it is hard, but you can do this.  Resist the temptation to lecture or negate the child’s 
upset.   
 
For more information on the Seven Powers and Seven Skills go to 
www.consciousdiscipline.com.   
 
 
 
Bailey, Becky A. Dr. Conscious Discipline®, Building Resilient Classrooms, 2015 

http://www.consciousdiscipline.com
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DISABILITIES AND MENTAL HEALTH 

  

 

 

 

 

 

DISABILITIES AND MENTAL HEALTH 

Accessible and Affordable Hoosier Travel 

 
 

Traveling with a family member with special health care needs requires additional planning and preparation to 
minimize stress and challenges. It is important to remember that travel requires a degree of flexibility. 
Contacting attractions and vendors, such as hotels and transportation providers, prior to travel to discuss an 
individual’s needs and available accommodations is recommended. Indiana offers residents and other travelers 
a variety of travel options and services. 
 
Access Pass 
Several attractions across the state of Indiana have joined forces to offer an Access Pass, which offers families 
who are currently receiving assistance the opportunity to take advantage of cultural offerings. The Access Pass 
offers visitors $2 general admission per family member per visit. To qualify for an Access Pass, families must 
participate in one of the following state assistance programs: 
 
 o Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
 o Food Stamps (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program/SNAP) 
 o Hoosier Healthwise Insurance HIP Basic and Plus 
 o Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) 
 o Hoosier Works  
 
To apply for a pass, visit any of the participating venues and show an Indiana issued photo ID and proof of 
state assistance (confirm necessary documentation prior to arrival). Access Passes are renewable annually.  
 
Participating venues include: 
 • The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis: www.childrensmuseum.org 
 • Conner Prairie: www.connerprairie.org 
 • The Eiteljorg Museum: www.eiteljorg.org 

 • The Indiana Historical Society: www.indianahistory.org 

 • The NCAA Hall of Champions: www.ncaahallofchampions.org 

 • Terre Haute Children’s Museum: http://thchildrensmuseum.com/ 

 • WonderLab Museum of Science, Health, Technology: www.wonderlab.org 

 • Indiana Sate Museum & Historic Site: www.indianamuseum.org 

 • Newfields: https://discovernewfields.org/ 

 • Bellaboo's: https://lakecountyparks.com/269/Visit 

 • Indiana Repertory Theater: https://www.irtlive.com/ 

 • Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum: https://imsmuseum.org/ 

 • Rhythm Discovery Center: https://shop.pas.org/ 

http://www.childrensmuseum.org
http://www.connerprairie.org
http://www.eiteljorg.org
http://www.indianahistory.org
http://www.ncaahallofchampions.org
http://thchildrensmuseum.com/
http://www.wonderlab.org
http://www.indianamuseum.org
https://discovernewfields.org/
https://lakecountyparks.com/269/Visit
https://www.irtlive.com/
https://imsmuseum.org/
https://shop.pas.org/
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DISABILITIES AND MENTAL HEALTH CONT.  

 
Check with the participating venue prior to visit to ensure program participation and family eligibility, 
particularly for special events or programs. Additionally, call participating venues to learn more about 
accessibility and accommodations. 
 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR) maintains a multitude of state parks, recreation and 
wilderness areas, forests, preserves, and others. Indiana residents who are at least 65 years of age or are a 
resident eligible for Social Security disability payments under 42 USC 401 may be entitled to a Golden 
Hoosier Passport, which offers a 50% discount on annual entrance pass fees. Proof of eligibility must be 
presented at time of purchase, and the disabled individual must be present in the vehicle at time of use. The 
Golden Hoosier Passport is not valid at Indiana Historic Sites that charge an entrance fee. Visit http://
www.in.gov/dnr for more information about Indiana parks, recreation guides, and entrance fees. 
 
Other Attractions 
 
Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari is an amusement park in Southern Indiana. The park has created an 
accessibility guide to assist guests during their visit. Admission discounts are offered to military, veterans, 
police, EMS, firefighters, and nurses, as well as groups. Discount coupons are frequently found on locally 
made or packaged products and at other organizations. 
 
Great Wolf Lodge is located just over the Indiana border in Mason, Ohio. The lodge offers a year-round 
waterpark, fun attractions, events, and dining – all indoors! https://www.greatwolf.com/mason 
 
Additional Hoosier tourism and trip planning resources are available at http://www.visitindiana.com/. Here 
families can search for activities by category or price, trip ideas, and other travel resources.  
 
Family Voices Indiana has an Accessible Travel fact sheet for families interested in traveling out of state. The 
fact sheet includes air and lodging travel tips, as well as links to additional travel resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Programs and systems change often. It is important to ensure that you are using the most current information. 
This fact sheet was updated July 2021. Please check http://fvindiana.org/fact_sheets for the most recent 
edition. Supported in part by funding from the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 
Revised 7.2021 Page 2 of 2 

https://www.greatwolf.com/mason
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HEALTH 
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NUTRITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 


